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W. European Textile Floor Coverings
Production 1998 to 2002
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2002 Floor Covering Sales (Europe)
1938 Mio. M²
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Floor Covering Sales 1998 to 2002
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Textile Floor Covering Sales
W. Europe 1998 to 2002

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002

61,5%
59%

Mio. M²

Tuft

Needlefelt

Woven

Others

Source BASF &  Intercontuft



Wood & Laminate Flooring
U. K. Market
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Effect on Latex Volume
• 53 Mio. M² textile floor coverings lost.

– Transferred to E. European production.
– Lost market share to laminates.

• Product changes.
– Replacement of foam backed carpets by other backings.

• Efficiencies.
– Improvement in application methods.

• Equivalent to a volume ca 35 000 tonnes.



Why Should Carpet Remain the 
Floor Covering of Choice?

• Decorative
– Added comfort
– Tactile

• Sound & heat insulation
– Important in apartment buildings

• Traps allergens
– May help in minimising allergic reactions

• Environmentally friendly



Why Has Textile Floor Coverings Lost 
Market Share?

• Sick building syndrome

• House dust mites

• ?



Sick Building Syndrome

What Is It?
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Sick Building Syndrome
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Sick Building Syndrome



Issues Affecting Textile
Floor Coverings

• Sick building syndrome

• House dust mites

• ?



Carpet Usage & Allergic Reactions
Swedish Experience
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Minimise the Negative Effect on 
the Environment 1/3

• High energy cost in production
– Improve oven insulation
– Recuperation of exhausted heat

• Partially use in production
• Use for other heating (offices etc.)

– Heavy weights
• Reduce filler content to increase production speed
• Reduce transport costs

– Over drying
• Ensure minimum energy is used



Minimise the Negative Effect on 
the Environment 1/3

• High energy cost in production
– Improve oven insulation
– Recuperation of exhausted heat

• Partially use in production
• Use for other heating (offices etc.)

– Heavy weights
• Reduce filler content to increase production speed
• Reduce transport costs

– Over drying
• Ensure minimum energy is used



Minimise the Negative Effect on 
the Environment 2/3

• Environmental pollution.
– Excessive waste water.

• Minimise washing of tanks etc.
• Use foam application methods.

– VOC’s.
• Lower than other decorative materials.
• Much lower than in the 1970’s. 
• Strictly controlled.
• Within the specification  of GUT.



Minimise the Negative Effect on 
the Environment 3/3

• Re-cycling.
– 100% recyclable by incineration with heat recovery.
– Can be used as fuel and raw material in cement 

production.
– Polyamide carpet can be depolymerised back to virgin 

polyamide.
• RECAM project.
• BASF’s 6ix again ®.
• Etc.



Why Should Latex Remain the 
Binder of Choice?

• Simple to use
– Easy compounding
– Easy application
– Flexible product

• Uses existing machinery
– Equipment can be easily modified to reduce effect on 

the environment

• Meets all current requirements
• Economical

– 15 to 20% of the raw material cost of tufted carpet
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